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Achieve with us. 

From The Executive Director 

Dear Friends, 
 
Individuals with disabilities MUST be a priority for receiving 
COVID-19 vaccinations!!!! 
 
I’ve heard this cry from Arc NW members, parents,              
professionals, allies and individuals with disabilities.  It 
doesn’t seem that the state of Michigan is taking notice.   
Fortunately, anyone receiving services through Detroit Wayne 
Integrated Health Network and their staff, who are residents 
of Detroit, could start receiving vaccines in February.  But this 
is far from being adequate! 
 
The Arc NW is advocating for vaccine priority for those with 
disabilities along side 33 + other organizations in our area that 
also support people with disabilities.  There has been a letter 
writing campaign, contact with state and county legislators, 
and public comment efforts.  This group is currently focused 
on Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties. 
 
Michelle Diament, writer for Disability Scoop, reports that, 
 
Research shows that people with developmental disabilities 
face a three times higher risk of dying from COVID-19.         
Accordingly, disability advocates have been pushing for 
months to ensure that this population receives early access to 
life-saving vaccines. But, when the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention failed to specify those with developmental 
disabilities in its recommendations for priority groups,        
advocates were left to plead their case with individual states.  
(from Despite High Risk, Access To COVID-19 Vaccines Uneven 
For Those With IDD - Disability Scoop , Feb. 18, 2021) 
 
Community Living Services (CLS) shared with us a web tracker 
to locate available vaccines in our area.  To use this Vaccine 
Spotter Website tool, go to:  https://www.vaccinespotter.org/
MI/    
  
The Arc NW is committed to everyone having the right to 
health and wellbeing!  We will continue to advocate for 
COVID-19 vaccines for all those we serve! 
  
Stay well, 
  
Gretchen Sanewsky 
Executive Director 

https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2020/11/16/mounting-evidence-points-to-serious-covid-19-risk-for-those-with-idd/29084/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2020/12/07/covid-19-vaccine-should-go-to-those-with-developmental-disabilities-first-advocates-say/29109/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2021/02/18/despite-high-risk-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-uneven-for-those-with-idd/29193/
https://www.disabilityscoop.com/2021/02/18/despite-high-risk-access-to-covid-19-vaccines-uneven-for-those-with-idd/29193/
https://www.vaccinespotter.org/MI/
https://www.vaccinespotter.org/MI/






Financial Literacy Workshop 

Topic: Money and Banking Basics 

Date: Tuesday, April  27, 2021 

Time: 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Place: WebEx virtual meeting platform  
Meeting ID provided following registration. 

Registration required: Please contact Bettie Cunningham at 

bcunningham@thearcnw.org or (313) 532-7915, ext .204 

mailto:bcunningham@thearcnw.org


Happy ‘Spring’ to everyone! April is the month when we start to get warmer weather and sunshine. Time to get out 
our lighter jackets and go for walks to get some fresh air.  

I see many of you have been celebrating birthdays and St. Patrick’s Day on Facebook. So many green shirts, beads, 
hats and food to celebrate a fun party! I have also seen some art projects that many of you have made. Keep active 
and enjoy time with family and friends.  

We are unable to have any JFC events the rest of this season. I hope mostly everyone has been able to get vaccinated 
by this time. Remember to wear your mask in public places, wash your hands and social distance from others. This will 
help to keep everyone safe and healthy. We MISS all of you so much!!! 

Happy Easter, 

Jackie Norris 

Please refer a 

friend to 

Lekotek! 

 

Scholarships are 

available through 

the Sean Radon 

Scholarship Fund. 

 

 

Stay tuned for 

Lekotek summer 

events! 
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MORE THAN 800,000 MICHIGAN CHILDREN WHO ATTEND SCHOOL VIRTUALLY BEGIN RECEIVING FOOD 
ASSISTANCE THIS MONTH; MDHHS PROGRAM ONE OF MANY DURING PANDEMIC TO ENSURE FAMILIES 
CAN PUT FOOD ON TABLE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 15, 2021  

Bob Wheaton, 517-241-2112 

LANSING, Mich. - Approximately 810,000 Michigan children whose access to school meals has been affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic have begun to receive food assistance benefits. 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is automatically issuing the additional benefits now through the end 
of March. Monthly payments will continue through June. 

Families can find a list of SNAP retailers on the SNAP Retailers website. They also can use their benefits online to purchase food 
from Amazon, Walmart or Aldi. More information can be found on the MDHHS Pandemic-EBT webpage.  
Families that have questions can email MDHHS-PEBT@michigan.gov. 

Information around coronavirus outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest information is available at Michigan.gov/

Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.   

 

Happy Easter & Happy Spring Everyone! 

As of writing this article on March 24th I am still awaiting word if Field & Track will start up and if Summer Games at CMU are on 

in June.  I’m waiting on information  on whether or not ANY outdoor sports (Baseball & Soccer) are a go for 2021.  

Coaches & Volunteers can visit the SOMI website to review/complete the RETURN TO PLAY requirements which are located at 

“Coaches Corner”.  You can also locate the information from prior emails forwarded  to the coaches from Sue Campbell that 

contain a link to the website.   

This is from SOMI – COACHES CORNER: For the Return to Play requirements follow the checklist to determine what is required 

and to track what has been completed. Requirements must be emailed to your region’s forms email prior to being approved to 

begin practices. All coaches must attend an online Webinar hosted by SOMI staff via Zoom. Once you have completed the    

webinar, it carries over for the next season. Chaperones and practice/event volunteers do not need to attend the webinar but 

are more than welcome to. 

Another jump to get you ahead of the game  is to check for any expiring health forms for sports of: baseball, soccer, &           

basketball (Positive thinking for these 2021 sports). SOMI already announced that there will be NO Floor Hockey in 2021.  

I am in the thinking stages of a smaller scale bowling fundraiser in August, before the bowling leagues start. I’m thinking many 

will have the vaccine by then and will feel safer in a building with 50% occupancy. I’m holding off to July for a final decision.  

Well everyone, continue to stay safe, wear a mask, wash your hands, & social distance and think positive for Sports to start 

back up.  

HAPPY EASTER ~  Janice.    

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDUuMzQ3NDUyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mbnMudXNkYS5nb3Yvc25hcC9yZXRhaW
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmdhhs%2F0%2C5885%2C7-339-71547_5527_104768---%2C00.html&data=04%7C01%7Cwheatonb%40michigan.gov%7C48983b762cd4400a696f08d8e7af13b9%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7
mailto:MDHHS-PEBT@michigan.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDUuMzQ3NDUyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9Db3JvbmF2aXJ1cy
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDUuMzQ3NDUyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuLmdvdi9Db3JvbmF2aXJ1cy
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDUuMzQ3NDUyNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LmNkYy5nb3YvQ29yb25hdmlydXMifQ.lgH
https://www.somi.org/sites/default/files/resources/Coaches%20Return%20to%20Play%20Checklist.docx


NEW GRANTS FOR THE ARC NW 
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We would like to thank The Carls Foundation, the Whole 
Foods Foundation, and Fifth Third Bank for their recent 
generous donations to our programs.  
 
The Carls Foundation is funding an expansion of the After 
I'm Gone Program so we can reach more families.  
 
Fifth Third Bank made a gift to the Educational Advocacy 
Program so we provide more support to families in 
schools.  
 
The Whole Foods Foundation invested in our operations. 
We are so grateful to have this support. 

Annual Meeting 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 

Golf Outing  

Sunday, August 15, 2021 

Sip & Support   

Monday, October 4, 2021 

Dinner Dance 

Saturday, February 26, 2022 

2021 - 22 Event Dates 

After I’m Gone 

April 1, 2021 

Dept. of Health and Human Services 

April 15, 2021  

Supporting People in Decision Making 

April 29, 2021 

Estate Planning for Your Future 

 

After I’m Gone (AIG) via Zoom 

6 - 8pm 

Must RSVP. To get login, email:  

cgiertz@thearcnw.org 

mailto:cgiertz@thearcnw.org
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April 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Financial Literacy Workshop Online  
Topic: Money and Banking Basics 
Date: Tuesday, April  27, 2021   6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
Place: WebEx virtual meeting platform (Meeting ID provided following registration) 
Registration required: Please contact  
Bettie Cunningham at bcunningham@thearcnw.org or (313) 532-7915, ext .204 

Friend us on Facebook   

The Arc of Northwest Wayne 
CHECK IT OUT! 

The Arc of Northwest 

Wayne County’s   

Web Site 

After I’m Gone 

“Dept. of Health & 

Human Services” 

via Zoom 

6 - 8pm 

MUST RSVP 

After I’m Gone (AIG) via Zoom 

6 - 8pm 

Must RSVP. To get login, email:  

cgiertz@thearcnw.org 

 

After I’m Gone 

“Supporting People 

in Decision Making” 

via Zoom 

6 - 8pm 

MUST RSVP 

After I’m Gone 

“Estate Planning for 

Your Future” 

via Zoom 

6 - 8pm 

MUST RSVP 

Northwest Wayne County 

EASTER Arc NW board 
meeting  
via Zoom   
5:00 PM 

Annual 
Award   
nominations 
due to 
Gretchen 

US Disability Policy Seminar virtual ————————————— 

mailto:bcunningham@thearcnw.org
mailto:cgiertz@thearcnw.org
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Inside The Arc is also available online at 

thearcnw.org 

Call 313-532-7915 to end your printed mailed newsletter 

Membership Application 

Member Name(s) 

Address 

City 

Daytime Phone 

Email Address 

State ZIP 

PHOTO DISCLAIMER: By joining The Arc NW I am agreeing to have my image used for printed and online marketing efforts. 

Signature: _____________________________________________________________ 

Membership Dues 

□  New Member 

□  Renewing Member 

DONATIONS  □ $100 

□ $25          □  $150 

□  $50         □  Other 

□  $75 

            

      Achieve with us! 

□  $25 Individual Membership Additional Membership Fees:  $5 to join Just Fun Club 

$15 to join Lekotek 

□  $50 Family Membership An individual and his/her family or a group home with 

multiple residents. Includes additional membership fees 

for Just fun club and Lekotek. 

□  $100 Organization Businesses, non-profits, community groups, or government 


